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Safety Presentations for Students

• Education on Crossing the Street

• Active School Travel Safety Presentations

• Education on Pedestrian Crossovers

• Education on Roundabouts



Crossing the Street



Active School Travel 
Presentations

K - Grade 3

Grade 4 - 8 
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Pedestrian Crossovers
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How are resources delivered?

• School Travel Planning

• Grab and Go Model



Lessons Learned

• Ready to go resources are preferred

• Promotion of ASRTS resources is ongoing  

• Education is important to align with infrastructure 
developments i.e. PXO’s and Roundabouts

• Educational activities for students should be fun to engage 
children and youth 

• Scooters & skateboards are popular so resources now reflect 
this  

• Presentations work better in smaller groups



Contacts for ASRTS

Email: info@activesaferoutes.ca

Twitter handle: (@elmo_asrts) 

Instagram handle: (@elmo_asrts)

mailto:info@activesaferoutes.ca


Thank you!
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The Program

Goal: 

To prepare children transitioning from primary to junior grades (Grades 3-4) to 
safely walk to school and other destinations in the community

Objectives:

After participating in this program, students will be able to: 
• Identify the benefits of walking
• Identify safety risks associated with being a pedestrian
• Build and understanding of various traffic structures in the community (signs, signals, 

locations)
• Begin to apply a decision-making process to navigate various traffic structures as a 

pedestrian



Foundations

Principles: 
• Anyone can be a pedestrian

• Active transportation is a lifelong skill

• Active transportation promotes a physically active lifestyle

• Integration of road safety into other initiatives is important to reinforce learning

• Road safety skill development occurs along a continuum

Supporting documents: 
• Ontario Health and Physical Education Curriculum

• SDERA's Principles for School Road Safety Education
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/media/1928/principles-for-school-road-safety-
education-research-summary-27-pgs.pdf

https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/media/1928/principles-for-school-road-safety-education-research-summary-27-pgs.pdf


Program Components

Introductory 
Classroom 
Discussion

• Guided by teachers

• Start to build a 
collective mindset 
about the value of 
walking and active 
transportation

Experiential 
Learning

• Part 1: Classroom 
experiential learning 
activities with trained 
instructors

• Part 2: Outdoor 
experiential learning at 
the roadside with 
trained instructors

Follow-on 
Classroom Learning

• Cross-curricular and 
integrated learning 
with other subjects

• Reinforce pedestrian 
safety key messages

Parent Engagement

• Communication and 
resources to reinforce 
learning at home

• Help foster positive 
attitudes toward 
walking/active 
transportation and 
independent mobility



Program Resources

Instructor 
Resources

Teacher 
Resources Parent 

Resource



Experiential Learning - Classroom

Preparing to Walk

• Large group discussion 
using role play

• Appropriate clothing 
and footwear

• Minimize distractions

Where to Walk

• Small group discussion 
using oversized 
flashcards

• Sidewalks

• Multi-use paths

• Driveways

Where to Cross

• Small group discussion 
using table-top map 
and manipulatives

• Roundabouts

• Signalized intersections

• Stop sign controlled 
intersections

Decision Time

• Small group discussion 
about different 
scenarios and decision 
modifying factors

• Pedestrian refuge 
islands

• Pedestrian crossovers

• Mid-block crossings

• Parked cars

• Railway / Light rail 
transit crossings

• Parking lots

• Multi-use trails



Experiential Learning - Roadside

• Key messages from classroom session reviewed

• Expectations of students reviewed

Before the 
Walk

• Small groups walk identified route.

• Identified stops to talk about and practice 
being safe pedestrians

During the 
Walk

• Students share key learnings

• Students encouraged to share and practice what 
they have learned with parents, etc.

After the 
Walk



The Impact of Action

“Tell me and I forget, 
teach me and I may 
remember, involve 
me and I learn.”

- Benjamin Franklin



Funding

Pilot A
• Spring 2019 at 2 schools

• Partnered in-kind funding, cash funding STSWR
• Partners – visioning, planning, material 

development, and train-the-trainer support
• Public Health – organization, manual development
• STSWR - materials and coordination, train-the-

trainer lead

Pilot B
• Winter 2019/2020 offered to 24 STP schools

• Cash funding split roughly three ways
• Parents - $5 per student to cover instructor time
• Public Health - learning resources and lead 

instructor start-up
• STSWR - recruitment, training of trainers, program 

coordination, and some instructor time

Public 
Health

STSWR

Parents

Pilot B 3-way funding



Program Delivery

Recruit

• 1 lead

• 7 instructors

• Job posting 

• Interviews

• Scoring rubric

Train

• Half day

• In-class and 
street side

• Experiential 
learning model 

Register

• Promotion to STP 
schools

• Schools choose 
from available 
dates  

Staff

• 3rd party 
partnership with 
Cycling Into the 
Future

• 4 instructors per 
class session

• Up to 4 sessions 
per day

Supervise

• Strong lead 
instructor

• Comprehensive 
manual that 
includes 
reference section



Lessons Learned

• Recruitment
• Make work schedule more predictable 
• Be clear about need for school day hours

• Training
• Need more time with instructors
• More practice on streets for greater 

familiarity

• Registration
• Be flexible with schools
• Instructor availability is unpredictable 

due to sporadic schedule
• May need to offer less choice to schools

• Instructor scheduling
• Need one instructor to be a "floater"

• 60 minute sessions

• Ensure schools provide "supervisors" for 
roadside sessions

• Funding
• Schools did not ask parents for funds

• Some schools needed sponsors

• Credit unions want to help

• Municipalities can fund a tangible 
product



“I would have liked to see more time spent outside... 
Having the students navigate the nearby roundabout 
and intersection would have been useful.”

Teacher comments
“The in class part was a little long for the students.”

effectiveness
(introducing benefits, safety risks, traffic structures, and 
decision making processes)

87%

relevance of material 86%

would participate again 100%

“One student (is) now walking from a drop off point because 
she feels safer crossing the familiar streets near the school.”

An unexpected benefit was “connection to new community 
members passionate about road safety.”

Report Card



Sustained Program

• Goal
• Offer to all Waterloo region schools

• Priority One: Funding
• STSWR, Municipalities, Credit Unions

• For-profit model such as Intertrain

• Further adaptation
• Recruitment - better job structure, wider net

• Training - two half-days

• Registration - condensed schedule, less choice, 
more volunteers

• Instructor scheduling - floater, better job 
structure

?

STSWR

?



For more information:

Leslie Maxwell
School Travel Planning Supervisor

Student Transportation Services of 

Waterloo Region

Leslie_Maxwell@stswr.ca

519-744-7575, ext. 224

Annette Collins
Public Health Nurse

Region of Waterloo Public Health and 
Emergency Services

acollins@regionofwaterloo.ca

519-575-4400, ext. 5343

mailto:Leslie_Maxwell@stswr.ca
mailto:acollins@regionofwaterloo.ca


Ottawa Safety Council 
WalkSafe
2020
PRACTICAL, REAL-LIFE SKILLS TO INCREASE CHILDREN’S 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARENESS ON OUR SHARED ROADS



WalkSafe Program Goals
• Hands-on, experiential, 

age appropriate
• Concepts learned in 

classroom - easily 
translatable to real world 
experience

• Fun and engaging
• Value adds – tied to 

curriculum, retention 
activities 



WalkSafe Program Goals

• Preparing students for the realities of 
sharing our roads

• Pedestrian Safety Awareness = Better, more 
aware future motorists/cyclists/pedestrians 
that understand how to share the road 
safely

• Goal for reach:  50% of school annually = all 
students in Ottawa get all four lessons over 
their time in elementary school



WalkSafe Program Highlights

• Totally revamped the content in 2017, working group made of reps 
from Municipality, OPH, Bussing Consortium and Active 
Transportation Partners (i.e., GCC)

• Program available in both official languages 
• Reached over 25,000 elementary age students in Ottawa in 2019
• Our presenters delivered over 1300 presentations
• Nearly 50% (103) of the elementary schools in Ottawa in 2019



WalkSafe Funding Structure

• Funded primarily by the City of Ottawa – Transportation Services 
(Same department as ACGs)

• Currently fund 125 “days” presentation per school year (billed by 
day – average 6 presentations per “day”

• 125+ overage – covered by OSTA 
• In total – funding for about 236 presentation days per school year



Curriculum Highlights
JK/SK (30 Min.)

- Walking near traffic
- How to cross safely
- Bring the street environment to 

them
- Play-based learning – practice 

looking & listening
- Roll-out crosswalk, traffic noises, 

traffic lights



Curriculum Highlights

GR ½ (30 Min.)
- See & Be Seen
- Visual Barriers, eye contact, 

dressing to be seen
- More practice on the cross-

walk
- Role play/Critical thinking -

identifying unsafe behaviors 
and correcting them



Curriculum Highlights

GR 3/4
- Right of Way
- Introduction to the 

concept of distraction and 
how it affects 
attention/concentration

- Puzzle activity



Curriculum Highlights

GR 5/6
- Road user behaviours – data 

collection/speed detector
- Review data back in classroom, 

develop strategies, realize 
stopping distance

- Distracted Stopping Distance 
exercise  



Teaching Supports

• Powerpoint presentations
• Short videos
• Leave-behind Activities (for Teachers)
• Take-home materials (encourage 

retention)
• Field Guide
• Soundtracks
• Question/Answer and reflection 

prompts



Logistics & Best Practises

• Online Booking Form 
(Wufoo)

• 5 P/T Presenters –
geographic zones

• Each presenter has a full kit



Logistics & Best Practises

• Program Coordinator - 65% of time 
(CycleSafe as well)

• Handles booking and scheduling –
send schools a schedule template

• Booking not confirmed until we get 
completed schedule back

• 5 minutes between presentations, 
10 minutes after bells/lunch



Logistics & Best Practises

• Max 30 students per presentation, may need a few days
• Send Reminder emails – 2-3 days prior
• Set up in one QUIET/dimmable area in the school, classes 

come to them, access to Smartboard/projector/laptop
• Parking close to door for presenter
• Hand out evaluation form at start presentation, tell teacher 

you are collecting at the end



Logistics & Best Practises

• Grade 5/6
• plot out best high traffic 

intersection ahead of time 
for data collection (15 
vehicles an hour min.)

• remind school about 
permission forms to leave 
school property



Logistics & Best Practises

• Grade 5/6
• Send copy of handbook 

ahead of time – can review 
math ahead of time if 
needed

• Pencils & calculators 
needed for data review

• Dress for the weather, 
outside for an hour



Contact Info

https://ottawasafetycouncil.ca/pedestrian-safety/

Kelly Banks - Program Manager, School Zone Safety
Ottawa Safety Council

613-238-1513, EXT 225
Kelly.banks@ottawasafetycouncil.ca

https://ottawasafetycouncil.ca/pedestrian-safety/
mailto:Kelly.banks@ottawasafetycouncil.ca
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